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Today a friend emailed me her concern for us--a gentle 
reminder an update was needed.  These past three months, 
weeks, and days have seen some of the most tumultuous & 
emotional events that many of us can remember. The 
impact of the Covid-19 outbreak is felt by everyone--
families, communities, across Bulgaria, the United States, 
and around the world.  The response to the crisis has been 
revealing of us as a people of faith.  Bill and I are still apart 
as I write.  He is still in Bulgaria, and I am in Texas with my 
elderly mother.  My 10-day visit has become three months 
of keeping Mom safe & encouraged.  My sixth rescheduled 

return ticket to return home was cancelled.  Bill continues to lead our Varna Bible study 
via Zoom.  He is able to email or call our pastors to encourage them and the church 
families.  With Bill’s assistance, Nazarene Compassionate Ministries has sent additional 
funds so emergency food for over 100 families could be provided.  While much continues 
to be uncertain right now, one thing is for sure:  God is faithful!   The crises will eventually 
pass.  Our communities will recover, hopefully in a better way because of the example 
the Church has given through its ministry & encouragement to the people around us.  

 

MARCH – As shared in our last update, with the Covid-19 crisis, our 

scheduled EuNC classes had to quickly change and my being on the other 
side of the world created its own challenges with logistics. Our students 
and instructor had to make changes that proved to be difficult, but I am 
proud of everyone’s determination to make it work!  We were beginning to 
understand that being apart in Texas & Bulgaria was not going to be a 
short-term situation.  With church closures, being with church families 
online became a new “normal” for me and my Mom, and for our churches 
in Bulgaria.  I was able to experience spring in the Texas Hill Country once 
again after so many years away.  God is still good. 

 

APRIL – This month was filled with a new learning curve with Zoom 

meetings with the Central Europe Field, Eurasia Region, and our own 
immediate family’s bi-weekly devotional times together.  Our family Zoom 
meetings have been a lifeline for Bill and me as we have shared our hearts, 
laughter, and tears.  We all experienced an Easter apart—but we rejoiced 
in our Risen Lord!  Many of us began the daily humorous lockdown journey 
on Facebook with our missionary kids in Romania. Classes & ministry 
continued in Bulgaria.  As I look back on my calendar, I also see the many 
“countdowns” for my rescheduled departures. This was discouraging until I 
dug into what God’s timing might be all about and renewing my faith in His 
plan this time apart. 



MAY – This month saw another class begin online.  I am so pleased 

with the commitment of our students to their faith development with the 
many challenges they continue to face.  Bill has been happy to receive 
snail mail from the states!  We appreciate those who have taken the time 
to send a card or note. Your words of encouragement have been a 
lifeline as Bill’s world has been shrunk in these many weeks.  As life with 
Covid-19 slowly makes changes in Texas, Bill is also experiencing this 
in Bulgaria.  Where he once would venture out to walk to the city center 
& park and see no one except the police, he now observes more people 
venturing out and small shops open on a limited basis.  Because of this, 
Bill was able to begin the process of renewing his long-term resident visa 
with many trips and long lines at the recently opened Migration Office. 

JUNE – Bill is finally free to travel within Bulgaria and hopes to visit our churches soon.  He also 

reported to me that he hopes to have his lichna carta (long-term visa) on June 11th which is 
wonderful.  As each day passes, the clock is ticking on my own visa and I am anxious to return to 
Bulgaria.  This month has also seen both heartbreak & rage explode in the U.S. which is further 
complicating the Covid-19 crisis and traveling. We clearly see every day that what the world needs 
is JESUS CHRIST—and faithful believers who live out transformed lives that will impact our hurting 
communities.  We continue to pray for the people & families who are impacted. 

 

Prayer Requests: 

• Pray for Theresa & Bill while we continue to be apart during the Covid-19 crisis.   

• Pray for our Bulgarian pastors & churches and their ministries, for their protection, health, and 

safety during the pandemic. 

• Pray for the Theresa’s return to Bulgaria to renew her visa before August 14th.   

• Pray for our Home Assignment which was originally scheduled August-October 2020.  It is very 

possible that it may be cancelled. 

 

We want to thank each of you who has partnered with us with your prayers, words of 
encouragement, and financial support as we serve in Bulgaria!  Bill & I continue to place our 
lives in God’s hands and every day we witness God’s faithfulness & love. Please know you are 
loved, greatly appreciated, and thought of often! 

 

Stay safe & be well!   
Theresa & Bill Grigory 

Missionaries to Bulgaria 

Central Europe Field Church of the Nazarene 

You can send “real” mail to us at: 

Yoan Ekzarh Str. 12 

Floor 4, Ap. 10 

Varna 9000 

Bulgaria   
 

Email us at:  

bgrigory@eurasiaregion.org 
tgrigory@eurasiaregion.org 


